WEATHER.

Increasing cloudiness,
snow or rain late tonight
row: rising temperature;

four hours:

yesterday; lowest, 24, at 7

followed by

northerly, shifting to easterly, winds.

“Temperature for the past
Highest. 36, at 3:30 p.m.

(Full report on page 11.)

and tomor-
moderdts

twenty-

a.m. today.
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“From Press to Home

Within the Hour”
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Last Week's Sworn Net Clreslation—
Daily Average, 75,961; Sunday, 56,107

No. 20,163,

WASHINGTON,

D. C, SATURDAY,

ONE CENT.

LEADERS 0F 6. 0.P.
THRONG THE HOTELS

Those Prominently Mentioned
for Presidential Nomination
Especially in Evidence.

VARIETY OF “M!SSIONS”
BRINGS THEM TO CAPITAL

Meeting of National Committee One
Attraction—Mr. Burton Guest of
Friends at Dinner.

It falls out today that Wash-
ington is honored by the pres-
ence in the city of every man who
is being talked of in connection
with the republican presidential
nomination. Some are in town
by reason of official duties neces-
sitating their attendance at the
National Capital, some are here
to attend dinners, some on private
business and some are here “be-

cause they are here.”

Counting active candidates for the
nomination, passive candidates, would-
he  randidates and near-candidates,
is an even “baker's dozen” of
*in our midst,” a kind of “we-
have-with-us-today™ proposition.
Heciting them haphazard, and with
sugzestion of precedence in their
rentioning, the group includes Elihu
et of New York. Senator Borah of
ftrho, Mr. Estabrook of New York,
Scaptor Cummins of lowa, former Vice
President Fairbanks of Indiana, former
Scnator Burton of Ohlo, Senator Pen-
rose of Pennsyivania, Senator Weeks
of Massachusetts, Senator William Al-
dan Smith of Michigan, Senator Sher-
man of Illinois, Representative Mann
of illinois and former Secretary Knox
of Pennsylvania.

Mr. Justice Hughes, 13th.

there
Theam

1o

And  the thirteenth? Mr. Justice
Hughes, of course. But remember, thir-
teen has been proved a lucky presi-

dential number in one instance, Presi-
dent Wilson clalming it as his very
OW L

I addition to these tall sycamores
of presidential timber, towering above
Washington, there are also in town sev-
eral score of republicans of importance
in their several states, brought tof
Washington by the impending meeting
of the republican national committee.

e came as boomers for their own
eitles in the convention race, some as
members of the committee and some,
perhaps, because Wasiington is at this
time the most notable as well as the
::Dlt enjoyable winter resort on the

Rp.

S0, around the .totels today, one
couldn"t have tbhrown a stick without
hitting a prominent republican. By
Monday there will be more of them
here, as the last of the convention city
boomers. get in.

Chicago and St. Louis are conlesting
hotly for the convention, with Chicago
f,;l the lead at this stage of the running.

hiladelphia and San Francisco are
some distance behind, but forging along
and making much dust.

Mr. Burton Guest at Dinner.

Ohio republicans got together Ilast
night at the Shoreham Hotel in a din-
ner to Mr. Burton, Ohio’s candidate for
the presidential nomination. The din-
ner was given by the republican dele-
gation In Congress from Ohio, and
was presided over by Senator Harding.

Mr. Burton's campaign manager,
Granville W, Mooney of Ashtabula, es-
corted the guest of honor from the
tiain upon which he arrived just before
the dinner hour.

1 LES N ACREENENT
1S T0 CONDUCTOF WAR

Important Questions Settled Today
at Conference in
Paris.

FMARIS, December 11 —Questions of
an wurgent character relating to the
conduet of the war were settled on the
baszig of a compiete understanding to-
day xt a conference of representatives
of France and Great Britain,

Premier Briand und War Secretary
‘iallieni acted for France, and Foreign
Becretary Grey and War Secretary
Kitchener for Great Britain. i

NINE GERMAN OFFICERS
ARE REPORTED SUICIDES

PETROGRAD, via London, December
11.—Another epidemic of sulcides is re-
ported among the German forces in the
viemity of Invinsk by prisoners captured
in that region, according to the Birzheviva

F. 8. MGUIRE DIES

Was Director of Corcoran Gal-
lery of Art and Its Board
Secretary.

Frederick B. McGuire, seventy-seven
vears old, director of the Corcoran Gal-
lery of Art and secretary of the board
of directors, died early this morning at
hiis home, 1333 Connecticut avenue,

F. B. McGuire was elected a trustee
of the Corcoran Gallery of Art Janu-
ary 9 1882, Ie was made director of
the gallery in April, 1%00, succeeding

Dr. Barbarin, who, however, had mere-

v held the office of curator. Three
vears before Mr. McGuire became di-
rector the Corcoran Gallery moved

into its mew building, but it is chiefly
during his directorate that it has ex-
panded its policy and become one of
the leading museums of the country.

Planned the Biennial Exhibition.

Through his initiative the biennial

exhibitions of cotemporary work by
American painters have been organized
and it is undoubtedly due to his broad
outlook that other transient exhibi-
tions have been shown in the Corconlm
Gallery of Art.
Mr. McGuire was intensely interested in
art and its upbuilding in Washington. He
was a member when but a young man of
the local art society and he has always
supported every enterprise In this city
which looked toward the advancement of
art. His father, who was also a Wash-
ingtonian, assembled during his lifetime
an interesting and valuable collection of
paintings. His portrait by Eilllott is now
in the Corcoran Gallery of Art.

Funeral Monday Morning.
rsarvices are to be held Mon-

Funeral
day morning at 11 o'clock in the main
hall of the Corcoran Gallery, Rev.
Charles T. Warner, rector of St. Al-
ban's P. E. Church, officiating. Inter-
ment is to be at Rock Creek cemetery.

PLANS FIVE NAVY YARDS
TO BUILD DREADNAUGHTS

Secretary Daniels Would Have Three
on Atlantic and Two on Pa-
. cific Equipped.

Three navy vards on the Atlantie
coast apd two on the Pacific would be
equipped to build battleships under
the plan Secretary Daniels will pre-
sent to Congress. He said today one
of the first dreadnaughts or battle
cruisers included in the administra-
tion's plan wpuld be built at the Phil-
adelphia yard, where an expenditure
of $1,000,000 for equipment will be
n ry. He hopes to see the Puget
sound and Norfolk yards equipped
eventually for building capital ships.

The result would be to give the gov-
ernment five vards, New York, Phila-
delphia, Norfolk, Mare Island and
FPuget sdund, where heavy ships could
be laid down. It would mean virtually
doubling the battleship building facili-
ties of the country, since only five pri-
vate concernsg now are equipped for the
work and only three have bid for re-
cent battleship contracts. 1

Secretary Daniels plans that while ail
navy yards shall be equipped as build-
ing plants, each shall specialize for
economic reasons on some particular
line of construction.

GERMANS CLAIM DEFEAT
OF FRENCH IN THE WEST

BERLIN, December 11.—The French
again have bombarded and then at-
tacked the position recently taken by
the Germans northeast of Souain, in
the Champagne region, but were re-
pulsed, the Germans retaining all their
gains, according 1o official announce-
ment today.

TO FIGHT BARK CHECK STAMP.

Senator Tillman Prefers an Increased
Graduated Income Tax.

“Every time a man wrote a bank
check he would have to lick a stamp
and curse the democratic party,” de-
¢lared Senator Tiliman, democrat, to-
day, announcing he proposed to fight
President Wilson's suggestion that a

! stamp on bank checks be Included in
|the war revenue law.

“I prefer, an increased graduated in-
come tax and whenever a man has an
income of one million dollars, 1 would
take all in excess of that,” Senator TIll-
man added. “A million a year is
enough for any man, and the govern-
ment needs the money.”

LOSES A SECOND PLANT.

Spies Responsible for Fires.

KINGSTON, Ontario, December 11.—
The local plant‘of the Maple Leaf Mill-
ing Company, whose works at 8t. Cath-
erine were burned a few days ago, was
destroyed by fire today. The stock,
valued at $50,000, in the bulldings here,
as well as virtually the entire plant, is

Vedomost®, an aflternoon daily newspaper
Nine officers, including the comunander «f |
u battal'on, are said o have ended iheir

Yves within a perlod of twelve dave. (old :
and parcships of Uie campaign are allegerd |
to Le the canse. =

England’s Postmaster Wins at Polls. |
LONDON, December 11,—The
master general, Herbert Samuel, who
was compelled to seek re-election to
the house of commons on account of
Lis recent appointment to the cabinet
{mm of chancellor of the Duchy of
ancashire, has overwhelmed his op-
onent in & bye-election in the Cleve-
and division of North Riding, York-
shire. Ilis vote was 7,312, as against
1.452 obtained by Henry Knight, a
pripter of Leeds. Mr. Knight made his
campalgn under thé auspices of the
“Buainess Government League.” He
also opposed recent enactments re-
=tricting the sale of liguor.

Excludes Liquor From Baggage.
CHARLESTON, W. Va., December 11.
~-Injunetions restraining the Baltimore
and Ohio and the Western Maryland
riglroads from allowing passengers in

thim state Lo carry Intoxicating liqueo
in their personal baggage when labeled
as such, were granted here today on

petition of Fred O, Blue, state prohlbi-
tion commissioner. A simllar injunc-

tion was granted Wednesday against

the Chesapeake and Ohlo rallroad.

post- | Thief Eludes

sald by the company to he a total loss.

The cause of today's fire Is unknown,
but circumstances surrounding both
fires led to the assertion that spies
were responsible,

STEALS VALUABLE JEWELS.

Watchmen and Enters
Art Institute of Chicago.

CHICAGO, December 11.—Eluding
three watchmen guarding the building,
a thief gained entrance to the Art In-
stitute of Chicago on Michigan boule-
vard, esrly today, and escaped with a
collection of rare jewels, valued at be-
tween $25,000 and $50,000.

The collection was the gift of La
Verne Noyes, a Chicago manufacturer,
in memory of his late wife.

Secretary Newton H. Carpenter of
the Art Institute said that the intrineic
vilue of the stolen jewels was between
510,000 and $15,000, but that their asso-
ciations and probable historical value
might bring thelr worth up to the
higher estimate,

Austrian Fliers Bombard Ancona.
ANCONA, Italy, December 11.— Aus-
trlan aeroplanes flew over this city

yesterday and dropped bomhs which
killed two people and injured several
others. . A

AT HIS HOME HERE!

Milling Company in Ontario Believes |

CERMAN ATTACHES
" LEAVEU. . SOON

Emperor William Requests
Safe Conduct for Capt. Boy-
Ed and Capt. von Papen.

OFFICERS PERSONALLY
RECALLED BY KAISER

Officials Here Plainly Gratified Over
Outcome of Situation Fraught
With Serious Difficulties.

Secretary Lansing will imme-
diately ask Great Britain and
France, through their embassits
here, for safe conduct for Capts.
Boy-Ed and von Papen, re-
spectively naval and military at-
taches of the German embassy
here, pursuant to the request of
Emperor William, who person-
ally has recalled the officers.
Withdrawal of the attaches had
been demanded by the Secretary
because of their alleged activities
which rendered them persona non

grata to this government.

Official announcement of Emperor
William's action was made by Secre-
tary Lansing after receiving a com-
munication from the German foreign
office through Count von Bernstorff, the
German ambassador. The emperor alsa
requested safe conduct for the suc-
cessors of Capts. Boy-Ed and wvon
Papen, who will be named later. Action
on that, however, will await the
naming of the successors

Doubt as to Parole Demand.

There was some speculation here to-
day as to whether Great Britain and
France wauld, in event the two Ger-
man attaches leave this country, de-
mand that they go under parole, pledg-
ing themselves not to participate in the
European war. In some quarters it
was thought that such a demand might
be made. Officials of the German em-
hassy, however, are said to believe it
proper to ask for safe conduct for the
attaches without qualification, hecause
their successors would remove two
fighting officera from Germany.
Officials were plainly gratified today
over the outcome of a situation whic
had apparently been fraught with serl-
ous difficulties. As a result Secre-
tary Lansing now feels free to in
take up negotiations with Germa

matic and consular officers. It is ex-
pected that the cass of Alexander von
Nuber, Austrian consul géneral at New
York, will be the first to be acted upon.

Neither Now in Washingten.

Neither Capt. Boy-Ed nor Capt von
Papen is in Washington. Capt. Boyv-Ed
went to New York early in the week
and was followed yesterday by Capt.
von Papen.

Both will return to the embassy
within the next few days to bid fare-
well to officials of the embassies and
legations of the neutral governments
and the governments allied with Ger-
many.

The date for their departure from the
United States, providing, of course, safe
conducts are granted, has not yet been
decided upon. If the request |s acted
upon promptly it is possible that they
may be on their way to Germany by
the end of the month.

Officlals today did not hazard a pre-
sumption as to just what might hap-
pen should safe conducts be refused,
which they said-seemed doubtful.

[

TO]_IIOI'I'OW

YONCE ON THE SUMMER
RANGE,” n mew serial story of
compelling intereat, by FRANCIS

JHILL.
1 “TOWNS I'VE BEEN AT a new
serics of inimitable letiera, by
| RING W. LARDNER, with De-

J iroit, Mich., the jfirsi to be har-

pooned.
“po YOU WANT TO BE A RAIL-
ROAD PRESIDENTY' by ED-
i WARD HUNGERFORD.
|

“pPAGAN RIGHTS ARE
STRANGELY INTERWOVEN
WITH MANY CHRISTMAR
CELEBRATIONS.

“4 RIDICULOUS AJF'F'.!I’R.'T ‘a bit
of fiction well worth reading, by
WILL PAYNE.

| CHARLES M. PEPPER 1writes of
| “AUSTRIA-HUNGARY AT |
ECONOMIC STAGE OF GREAT |
WAR.”

“pPEOPLE WHO LIVE IN QUEER
PLACES"—a two-page spread
of unusual photographs.

ASHMUN BROWN _ interviews
MAJ. FRANK C. BOGGS, U. 4.
A., the engineer officer who
does Uncle Sam's shopping,

“SELLING SUBURBAN LOTS3»
by ALEERT W. ATWOOD,

FRANK G. CARPENTER TELLS
| How Waterfalls Will Make
| Brazil a Great Industrial Em-
| pire.

A WASHINGTON WOMAN
“KEEPS HOUSE"” FOR THOU-
SANDS OF BACTERIA.

| UNITED STATES I8 TO LEAD
| THE WORLD IN FURS, with

St. Louis, Mo., the new fur mar-
t ket of the nations. -

L
ROBERT F. WILBON writea an
amazing story of how TWO
CHILDREN, both of them girls
wunder ten years of age, ARE
LEADING AND RULING A

BLOODTHIRBETY BAND |N
BRAZIL. .

Concluding chapter of ARTHRUE
B. McFARLANE'S  myastery
story, “BEHIND THE BOLTE
DOOR?” .

CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS IN
THE SWISS ALPS, EUROPE'S
“ISLAND OF PEACE™

“1915 TO HAVE THE FIRST
MADE-IN-AMERICA CHRIST-
MAS”

WASHINGTON'S NEIGHBORS—
LOUDOUN COUNTY, VA.

In The
Sunday Star
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THEN AND NOW.
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I PROPOSE

GERMANY WANTS PEACE
* SAY ALLED AP

for R L
mettiement of the Lusitania controversy " P e T .
and the cases of other foreign -mﬂkﬂon and Paris Papers Continue

Comments on Chancellor’s
“* Speech.

LONDON, December 11.—The London
morning newspapers, continuing the
discussion editorially of the debate in
the German reichstag Thursday, most-
ly express the conviction that it is a
symptom of German longing for peace
and that the fact that the reichstag
permitted sich a discussion is a con-
cession to the popular feeling.

With equal conviction the opinion is
expressed that no notice whatever will
be taken of what are characterized as
the imperial chancellor's appeals or
threats, but that the entente allies will
continue to devote themselves whole-
heartedly to the business of fighting.

The Daily Telegraph saya: *“It has
taken a long time to bring Germany to
a reasoning frame of mind. but we
thinlk that this haz been done at last.”

The Daily Mail says: “We shall not
draw back an inch from our task
merely because (Gérmany, whether in
boastfulness or in fear, clamors for a
patched peace.”

Asks Kaiser to Reflect,

Under the caption, “Comiedy‘in the
Reichstag.,” the Times editorially ar-
rives al the conclusion that “the peace
talk, which sprang up with such_sus-
piciously sudden luxuriance, was evi-
dently sown to afford a sultable back-
ground for the German imperial chan-
cellor's studied performances . ’

The Times further suggests that Ev-
peror Willlam in hia forthcoming visit
to the battlefield of Waterloo, ahouild
ponder over his chanceller's speech,
and remember that there England and
Prussia finally destroyed the greatest
effort ever made to establish hege-
mony of militarism and to trample the.
rights of smaller peoples, and con-
¢ludes with the statement that “we are
fighting for exactly the same cause and
in exactly the same spirit as we fought
there.™ e

Paris Sees Desire for Peace.

PARIS, December 11.—Paris newspa-
pers express the opinion that behind
the outspoken remarks of Dr. wvon
Bethmann-Hollweg, German chancellor,
In his address to the reichstag, may be
perceived a deesire for peace.

“Germany’s plan Iis evident,” =mays
Gabriel Hanotaux, former foreign min-
ister, in the Figaro. “While the chan-
cellor rattles the saber and procialma
Germany's undiminished strength and
determination to win, the socialists are
put up to feel the ground for peace
proposals, through their international
connections in neutral countries.”

The Matin asserts the chancellor,
notwithstanding his great ability, has
failed to hide the truth concerning
Germany’'s stralts,

“The idea that Germany eguld lack
anvthing suggesied astonishing reve-
lations to him,” it says. ‘“We learn
that our enemies have such fabulous
quantities of potatoes that three-quar-
ters of them are used for purposes
other than food.”

In the Petit Journal Stephen Pichon,
former foreign minister, draws the
conclusion from the chancellor's speech
that both sides are equally determined
to continue the struggle.

_ Opinion in Germany.

BERLIN, . December 11.—The follow-
ing was given out for publication to-
day by the Overseas News Agency:

“Berlin newspapers,. commenting on
the speech in the reichatag of the
socialist deputy, Otto Landsberg, point
out that he stated hieviews conformeq |
to those of the c:..f::llltt";]rtore‘m;ft‘.‘e news- |
apers lay par asis on
fh:u words of Herr Landsberg: "The
chancellor repeatedly has designated
occupled territories as redemption
pledges. According to my understand-
ing, pledges are glven back.

“The chancellor's declaration of Ger-
many's readiness for peace was in con-
trast to the declarations of Premier
Asquith and Premier Briand, who are
compelled to hold out the hope of

! wictories In order to -keep up

m‘:iirltl of the people of thelr coun-

DISCOVERER OF NORTH POLE ADVOCATES

AN AERIAL COAST
Admiral R. E. Pear

pur coast line, to act'a

war ?nd threatened.
teresting ‘article tomé
Star.

R

PATROL SYSTEM.
v, U. S. N, wants sta-

tions for fliers at intervals of 100 miles along
s

sea scouts in case of
Read this in-

Yo% in “THE  Sunday

WAR TAY AND RECESS
DISCUSSEDBYLEADERS

Extension of BRevenue Law May
Easily Be Made, But Further In-
creases Will Mean Fight.

The extension of the war tax law and
the Christmas recess of Congress were
discussed by leaders of the Senate to-
day as matters intimately related. The
war tax expires December 31, and the
democrats regard it as highly essential
that the tax be not allowed to lapse,

Republican leaders, on the other hand,
are inclined to let the democrats have
their way in regard to the exiension
of the exisling law.

But Should there be any attempt to

amend this law in aecordance with sug-
gestions made by the President in
arder to siill further increase the rev-
enues, a bitter fight will be made
against the whole measure.

May Get Long Recess.

If the democrats bring in a resolu-
tion proposing to extend the present
war tax for six months, or to strike out
the present time limitation on the law,
without amendment, Congress probably
will be able to take a Christmas recess
longer ‘than it has had for several
veara. The recess probably will begin
Friday or Saturday of next week and
last until the first Menday in January.
This would mean a recess from Decem-
ber 17 or 18 until January 3.

Incidentally, this long recess of Con-
gress will permit President Wilson teo
take a lonwer honeymoon trip than he
otherwise might feel ‘at liberty to take
should Congress remain in session.

If the democrats put through a reso-

lution extending the existing war tax
law it will be with the understanding
that later a new tax bill will be framed
g0 as to raise more revenue. When such
g bill ils presented a leglslative fight
long and flerce is sure to follow. Some
of the republican leaders, however,
are Inclined to feel that the sooner the
taxes are put on the people by the
democrats, just so much the sooner
will the democrats lose adherents, and
if these leaders have their way the tax
bill .will not be too long delayed.

WAR BY POPULAR VOTE ONLY,

Senator Owen Proposes an Amend-

ment to the Constitution.

While Congress s preparing to strug-
gle with legislation for national de-
fense, Senator Owen of Oklahoma
would have the "Constitution of the
United States amended to prevent any
war of aggression by this nation with-
out approval by popular vote. The Ok-
Jahoma senator: will press a resolution
providing for submission of the follow-
ing amendment to the Constitution for
ratification by the states:

wNo war of aggression shall be waged
ny the army or navy of the United
States, except upon a declaration or
war by the Congress of the United
States, ratified and approved by a ma-
jority of the legal votes cast upon the
guestion in a majority of the congres-
sional districts of the United States™

Kaiser Reviews Troops on Stripa.
BERLIN, December 11.—It is officially
anrounced that after a short visit 1o

Lemberg, “capital of Galicls, Emperor
William has reviewed the German
troops on the St;i a river.

ANOTHER 1. S. VESSEL
HELD UP BY DESCARTES

Two Passengers Taken Trom thed
San Juan by French
Cruiser.

-

NEW YORK, December 11.— The
steamship San Juan of the New York
and Porto Rico line was held up and
searched by a French cruiser while the
steamer was bound from New Orleans
to San Juan, Porto Rico, according to a
mnessage received bLy the line today.
Two secend-class passengers were re-
moveds»

The San Juan flies the American flag.

The San Juan is the third vessel of
this line to have been held up within
the last five days, the Coamo and Caro-
lina having been searched off Portlo
Rico this week.

Two Passengers Removed.

The passengers removed from the San
Juan were Willlam Gunthevodt and
Fritser Lothar, both said to be resi-
dents of New Orleans. The San Juan
left New Orleans Saturday and arrived
at San Juan early today.

Manager Mooney of the line said he
would not determine the question of
making a prolest through the State De-
partment until after the steamer Caro-
lina arrived here Monday and he ob-
tains full reports of the holding up
from the ship's officers,

Held Up by Descartes.

SAN JUAN, Porto Rico, December 11.
—The San Juan was held up by the
French cruiser Descartes, which also
searched the Coamo and Carolina
earlier this week. Gunthevodt and;
Lothar, who are described here as Ger-
::i?;?:t' were taken off at midnight last

Embassy Officials Puzgled.

While the French embassy was with-
out advices today concerning the
Coamo, Carolina and San Juan inci-
dents, and declined to comment on
them, it is understood that if press gc-
counts are confirmed a recommendation
will be made to the foreign office at
Parls that admiralty orders be modified
to prevent the seizure of alien enemies
aboard American vessels on the high
seas.

Officials at the embassy were puzzled
4% Lo the nature of orders sald to have
been issued by the admiraity, under
which four of the Coamo's crew and
two second-class passengers from the
San Juan were taken off.

To Preserve “Rebel Yell.”

AUSTIN, Tex., December 11.—Preger-
vation of the famous “rebel yell” for pos-
terity was authorized yesterday by the
annual convention of the Texas dj-
vision, Daugh'ers of the Confederacy,
when they ‘voted to have the yell’ re.
corded on phonograph records. It is
proposed to have the records made by
a group of Confederate veterans.

Lord Ellenborough Dead, Aged 74,

LONDON, December 11.—Lord Eillen-
borough died Thurasday at Windlesham
Court. He was seventy-four years old.

Lord Ellenborough, fifth baron of the
name, wWas a retired commander in the
Britjsh navy, having served during the
Russian. and Chinese wars. He was

PUTS YUAN SHI-RAL
ON CHINESE THRONE

Council of State Offers Crown,
Which He Accepts, After
First Declining.

HAS LONG BEEN DEEMED
STRONG MAN OF ORIENT

Foreigners Concede His Good Work
as President of the
Republic.

PEKING, December 11.—Yuan Shi-Kal,
president of the Chinese republic, has
accepted the throne of China tendered

to him by the council of state.

Acting as a parliament, the council of
state today canvassed the vole on
the question of a change in the form of
the government of China to a monarchy
and found that the votes of 1,993 rep-
resentatives out of 2,043 qualified to
vote on the proposition were favorable
to the change.

The council of state immediately sent
to Yuan Shi-Kai a petition urging him to
accept the throne. He declined at first,
but when the petition was forwarded to
him a second time he accepted, with the
proviso that he would continue to act as
president until a convenient time for the
coronation.

Strong Man of Chiua.

In recent years Yuan Shi-kai becams=
- the most conspicuous personality of the
orient through his efforts to bring his
400,000.000 fellow yellow men into line
as citizens of the new republic of
China. The task of turning this most

ancient and backward of kingdoms into
a republie within whose confines there
was a fifth of the world's inhabitants—
a republic four times as large as the
United States—was obviously no easy
one and the man who attempted it did
not escape storms of criticisms' from

YUAN SHI KAL
wWopyrighted by Rio V. Sieux.)

those who held that he was a dictator,
virtually founding a new dynasty.

But among foreigners generally Yuan
Shi-kai was given credit for as able
an administration as eould be expected
under the circumstances.

Long before Yuan Shi-kal was wide-
1¥ known abroad he had been accepted
by the Manchus, the Chiness, and the
foreigners in China as a coming man.

Born in 1859, the son of a distriet
governor in the province of Honan,
Yuan Shi-kai aspired to an oflicial posi-
tion, but the rule was that official life
was open only to those who passed in
ancient classics. Yuzn utterly failed in
one of those government tests, at
which thousands of aspirants are
closeted for thuiee days undergoing ex-
amination.

Won Fame in Chosen,

He went into Chosen as a secretary
with the army, and there rose rapidly
through his display of military and
diplomatic abillity. The famous Grand
Chancellor Li Hung-chang recognized
in him a man of action and appointed
him Chinese resident at Seoul. This
was the highest post in the empire,
and Yuan held it when he was only
twenty-six years old. When the Jap-
anese drove the Chinese out of Chosen,
he was one of the few to-return to
Peking still in the favor of the court.

He rosze to great prominence through
his effective reorganization of the
army after the war with Japan had
shown its weaknesses. It is generally
hela that he assisted the empress dow-
ager in effecting a coup d'etat in 1898,
by which she wrested the throne from
the Emperor Kuang Shu, and he was
popularly accused of betraving the em-
peror. The dowager appointed him
governor of Shantung. where, during
the Boxer rebellion, he displayed his
astuteness. Invited to join the Boxer
sect, he dared not frankly refuse, al-
though he had no sympathy for their
fanaticlsm.

He agreed to join the Boxer move-
ment if its leaders would prove to him
their contention that those of their
sect wera immune to foreign buillsts,
He told them he had one of the foreign
guns in his own house, and that If the
teaders would meet him in his garden
the next day he would stand them up
against the wall and try the “foreign
devils' magic” on them. If the bullets
did not hurt, Yuan would become a
Boxer. :

One Leader Fell Dead.

So sublime was the faith of one lead-
er that he submitted to the test, and,
according to the story, fell dead at the
first rifie bullet, which pierced his
heart. Yuan Shi-Kal was thus freed
from any obligation to join the fanatic
movement of the Boxers. As a mat-
ter of fact, he was given credit for ma-
terial assistance to the foreigners dur-

the author of several articles and boe
on ‘nayigation and naval 'cdtlmm.,-‘.
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ALLIES CONTINUE
RETREAT BEFORE
BULGARIAN ARMY

Heavy Losses Suffered by
Forces Slowly Pushing French
and British Back.

CAPTURE OF GIEVGELI
CLAIMED AND DENIED

Allied Négotiations With Greece
Seem No Nearer Set-
tlement.

SOME DECISION HELD VITAL

Considered of Primary Importanmce
That Saloniki Be Occupied
as Base for Future
Operations.

PARIS, December 11, 5:30
p.m.—France and Great Britain
decided today to continue the
campaign in the Balkans and
agreed on military measures de-
signed to assure the security of
the expeditionary forces which
landed at Saloniki. :

LONDON, December 11.—The
latest news from the Balkans in-
dicates that the allies are still fall-
ing back, but withotit suffering
the losses endured on the first
days of the retreat, when the pur-
-suing Bulgarians attacked rear
guards repeatedly. Paris reports
that in these actions the French
inflicted heavy losses on the pur-
suers by their artillery fire.

The British public received a
shock in the form of a Saloniki
dispatch  stating that Gievgeli
had been occupied by- two divis-
ions of German troops. Later re-
ports, however, state that this im-
portant position is not yet within
the fange of the invaders’ guns.
Gievgeli is on the Greek frontier
near the Vardar river. and com-
mands the railroad north from
‘Saleniki.

Bulgars Fight Fiercely.

Both the British and the Frensh
forces, ' who are well supplied with
-artillery and machine guns, engaged in
a four-day battle in which they in-
flicted very Leavy losses on the Bul-
garians, who fought with desperation
and the greatest courage. Attack after
attack was repulsed, but the Bulgar-
ians still came on and each evening
the allies fell back to new positions,
where events of the day before were
repeated.

Greek Reply Is Deemed Vital

The diplomatic negotiations with

Greece seem no nearer settlement, al-
though the retreat of the allied troops
makes, some definite reply from Athens
hourly more vital. In military circles
it is considered of primary importance
that Saloniki be retained as a base for
future operations, even though the al-
lied troops are forced to take refuge
under the guns of the fleet. Ir is gen-
erally conceded the pressnt forces of
the allies are inadequate to cope with
Bulgaria and the central powers, whose
armies, according to a steteament cred-
ited to Premier EadoslavofM of Bul-
garia, now number 1,000,000 men.

French View of Eituation.

“It is probable that all the allied
forces will retire to Grecian territory,”
says Lieut. (Col. Leonce Rousset, mili-
tary critic of La Liberte of Paris. “The
principal reason for the Balkan expedi-
tion, which was to ald the Serbians, ne
longer exists. ‘The other alm is to
gunrd the base at Saloniki.

“The withdrawal of the French and
British troops should not be regarded
as of great importance, 1t is forced
by circumstances. The only error Is
that it began too late. It is to be
hoped the withdrawal will ' contimus
with sufficient rapidity, in order that
the initial error may be repaired.

“Oince intrenched at Salonlki, the
allies can await in virtually complate
SeCcurity the reinforcementa which
must be sent, as well as o better op-
portunity to resume operations, which
the present weakness, due to unfortu-
nate and irreparable hesitations, does
not permit of continuing teday.

Berlin Report on Retreat.

The retreat of the British and French
expedition in Serbia is being conducted
with great difficulty, according to Ber-
lin advices. Their main force has
been unable to disengage Itself and
retreat unhampered, leaving only rear
guards behind to delay their pursuers.
Instend of permitting them to do this
the Bulgarian and Teuton iroops are
inanintaining the closest touch withy
their retirlng foe, who is, therefaore,
forced to retire, ighting at every step.
This, il is reported In Berlin, explains
the loss of six British guns south of
Strumitsa. 3

Monastir Is Quiet.

A dispatch from the Saloniki corres-
pondent of the Athens Patris received
here says that Monastir is quiet, the
military command having been taken
over by a German officer and Ephriam
Rizoff having been appointed mayor.
There are now more than 40,000 Serb-
l:l:ind refugees in Greece, the dispatch
adds.

Greece Will Demobolilize
Her Army, Say Reports;.
Allies Press for Reply

LONDON, December 11.—The Greek
overnment has made all arrangeme;

e demobilization of the sraty. It in
expected a decree to this effect will be
issued shortly, according to dispatches
just received here. The French min-
ister had his sacond conference of this
week with King Constantine-y -
SBubsequently the ministers of the en-
tente powers called on Premier Skou-
loudis. It i= learned on good xuthor-
enargetic wera
for the - purposs of ‘inducing
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